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“The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, 
were adopted by the United Nations in 2015 as a universal call to action to end 
poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and 
prosperity”.

“Where development is sustainable, everyone has access to decent work, quality 
health care and education. Natural resource use avoids pollution and permanent 
losses to the environment. Public policy choices ensure that no one is left behind 
due to disadvantages or discrimination”.
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Rapid growth in countries such as China and India has lifted millions out of poverty, but progress 
has been uneven. Women are more likely to be poor than men because they have less paid work, 
education, and own less property. Progress has also been limited in other regions, such as South 
Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, which account for 80 percent of those living in extreme poverty. 
New threats brought on by climate change, conflict and food insecurity, mean even more work is 
needed to bring people out of poverty.

There are 821 million people estimated to be chronically undernourished as of 2017, often as a 
direct consequence of environmental degradation, drought and biodiversity loss. The SDGs aim 
to end all forms of hunger and malnutrition by 2030, making sure all people–especially children–
have sufficient and nutritious food all year. This involves promoting sustainable agricultural, 
supporting small-scale farmers and equal access to land, technology and markets. It also requires 
international cooperation to ensure investment in infrastructure and technology to improve 
agricultural productivity.

Good health is essential to sustainable development and the 2030 Agenda reflects the 
complexity and interconnectedness of the two. It takes into account widening economic and 
social inequalities, rapid urbanization, threats to the climate and the environment, the continuing 
burden of HIV and other infectious diseases, and emerging challenges such as noncommunicable 
diseases. Universal health coverage will be integral to achieving SDG 3, ending poverty and 
reducing inequalities.
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has been uneven. Women are more likely to be poor than men because they have less paid work, 
education, and own less property. Progress has also been limited in other regions, such as South 
Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, which account for 80 percent of those living in extreme poverty. 
New threats brought on by climate change, conflict and food insecurity, mean even more work is 
needed to bring people out of poverty.

In Western Asia and North Africa, ongoing armed conflict has seen an increase in the number of 
children out of school. Children from the poorest households are up to four times more likely to 
be out of school than those of the richest households. Achieving inclusive and quality education 
for all reaffirms the belief that education is one of the most powerful and proven vehicles for 
sustainable development.

More and more countries are experiencing water stress, and increasing drought and 
desertification is already worsening these trends. By 2050, it is projected that at least one in four 
people will suffer recurring water shortages. Safe and affordable drinking water for all by 2030 
requires we invest in adequate infrastructure, provide sanitation facilities, and encourage 
hygiene. Protecting and restoring water-related ecosystems is essential.
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Between 2000 and 2018, the number of people with electricity increased from 78 to 90 percent, 
and the numbers without electricity dipped to 789 million. Yet as the population continues to 
grow, so will the demand for cheap energy, and an economy reliant on fossil fuels is creating 
drastic changes to our climate. Investing in solar, wind and thermal power, improving energy 
productivity, and ensuring energy for all is vital if we are to achieve SDG 7 by 2030.

Over the past 25 years the number of workers living in extreme poverty has declined 
dramatically, despite the lasting impact of the 2008 economic crisis and global recession. The 
SDGs promote sustained economic growth, higher levels of productivity and technological 
innovation. Encouraging entrepreneurship and job creation are key to this, as are effective 
measures to eradicate forced labour, slavery and human trafficking. With these targets in mind, 
the goal is to achieve full and productive employment, and decent work, for all women and men 
by 2030.

Investment in infrastructure and innovation are crucial drivers of economic growth and 
development. With over half the world population now living in cities, mass transport and 
renewable energy are becoming ever more important, as are the growth of new industries and 
information and communication technologies. Technological progress is also key to finding lasting 
solutions to both economic and environmental challenges, such as providing new jobs and 
promoting energy efficiency. Promoting sustainable industries, and investing in scientific research 
and innovation, are all important ways to facilitate sustainable development. 5



By 2050, two-thirds of all humanity—6.5 billion people—will be urban. Sustainable development 
cannot be achieved without significantly transforming the way we build and manage our urban 
spaces. Making cities sustainable means creating career and business opportunities, safe and 
affordable housing, and building resilient societies and economies. It involves investment in 
public transport, creating green public spaces, and improving urban planning and management 
in participatory and inclusive ways.

Income inequality has increased in nearly everywhere in recent decades, but at different speeds. 
It’s lowest in Europe and highest in the Middle East. These widening disparities require sound 
policies to empower lower income earners, and promote economic inclusion of all regardless of 
sex, race or ethnicity. Income inequality requires global solutions. This involves improving the 
regulation and monitoring of financial markets and institutions, encouraging development 
assistance and foreign direct investment to regions where the need is greatest. Facilitating the 
safe migration and mobility of people is also key to bridging the widening divide.

Achieving economic growth and sustainable development requires that we urgently reduce our 
ecological footprint by changing the way we produce and consume goods and resources. The 
efficient management of our shared natural resources, and the way we dispose of toxic waste 
and pollutants, are important targets to achieve this goal. Encouraging industries, businesses and 
consumers to recycle and reduce waste is equally important, as is supporting developing 
countries to move towards more sustainable patterns of consumption by 2030.
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Global warming is causing long-lasting changes to our climate system, which threatens 
irreversible consequences if we do not act. The annual average economic losses from climate-
related disasters are in the hundreds of billions of dollars. This is not to mention the human 
impact of geo-physical disasters, which are 91 percent climate-related, and which between 1998 
and 2017 killed 1.3 million people, and left 4.4 billion injured. Supporting vulnerable regions will 
directly contribute not only to Goal 13 but also to the other SDGs.

The world’s oceans – their temperature, chemistry, currents and life – drive global systems that 
make the Earth habitable for humankind. How we manage this vital resource is essential for 
humanity as a whole, and to counterbalance the effects of climate change. Over three billion 
people depend on marine and coastal biodiversity for their livelihoods. Oceans also absorb 
about 30 percent of the carbon dioxide produced by humans, and we are seeing a 26 percent 
rise in ocean acidification since the beginning of the industrial revolution.

Plant life provides 80 percent of the human diet, and we rely on agriculture as an important 
economic resources. Forests cover 30 percent of the Earth’s surface, provide vital habitats for 
millions of species, and important sources for clean air and water, as well as being crucial for 
combating climate change. Every year, 13 million hectares of forests are lost, while the persistent 
degradation of drylands has led to the desertification of 3.6 billion hectares, disproportionately 
affecting poor communities. While 15 percent of land is protected, biodiversity is still at risk. 7



We cannot hope for sustainable development without peace, stability, human rights and effective 
governance, based on the rule of law. Yet our world is increasingly divided. Some regions enjoy 
peace, security and prosperity, while others fall into seemingly endless cycles of conflict and 
violence. This is not inevitable and must be addressed. Armed violence and insecurity have a 
destructive impact on a country’s development, affecting economic growth, and often resulting 
in grievances that last for generations. The SDGs aim to significantly reduce all forms of violence, 
and work with governments and communities to end conflict and insecurity.

The world is more interconnected than ever. Coordinating policies to help developing countries 
manage their debt, as well as promoting investment for the least developed, is vital for 
sustainable growth and development. The goals aim to enhance North-South and South-South 
cooperation by supporting national plans to achieve all the targets. Promoting international 
trade and helping developing countries increase their exports is all part of achieving a universal 
rules-based and equitable trading system that is fair and open and benefits all.
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